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Spring plenary session of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

The Spring plenary session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) took place in Strasbourg on 24-28 April 2023. On the agenda in an urgent debate on
"The situation of Ukrainian civilians, including children, forcibly displaced or transferred to
the Russian Federation or Ukrainian territories under the de facto control of the Russian
Federation".!
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Permanent delegation to PAC
The First Lady of Ukraine, Olena Zelenska, participated in the debate during the
plenary session of the second part of the PACE session, telling the stories of children

kidnapped by the russian occupiers.

On the Ukrainian side, the Permanent Delegation of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe was represented - 11 MPs headed by
the Maria Mezentseva. The permanent delegation spoke more than 60 times during the
debates of the spring session.

! https://pace.coe.int/en/pages/session-202304
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Meeting with
the delegation of Canada

The Ukrainian delegation met with the Canadian delegation to the PACE, which has
observer status. During the meeting, the delegations discussed the creation of a Special
Tribunal for the crime of aggression, the resolution on the illegal deportation of Ukrainian
children by russia, the role of the Ukrainian Parliament in anti-corruption legislation, the
demining strategy, the vision of recovery, visa liberalization, as well as other military and
humanitarian issues.

A historical moment is the voted Resolution and recommendations (Doc. 15568) on
"Deportations and forcible transfers of Ukrainian children and other civilians to russian
rederation or to Ukrainian temporarily occupied territories: create conditions for their safe
return, stop these crimes and punish the perpetrators.” This Resolution recognizes the
actions of the russian federation against Ukraine as genocide. In addition, the document
contains the following provisions:?

- forcible displacement and deportation of civilian children can be investigated as a
crime of genocide, a war crime, a crime against humanity;

- all member states of the Rome Statute must ensure the execution of arrest warrants
from the International Criminal Court;

- a call to the Council of Europe to ensure responsibility and justice for the aggression
of the russian federation against Ukraine;

- supporting the work of Ukrainian initiatives aimed at the return of Ukrainian
citizens;

- the importance of bringing war criminals to justice, etc.

During the debate, all amendments proposed by the Ukrainian delegation were
supported. As a result, 87 parliamentarians out of 89 present supported the document. The

2 https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30183
3 https://www.rada.gov.ua/news/razom/235796.html
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author of the Resolution is the delegate from Portugal, Paulo Pisco. President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelenskyi praised the work of the VRU Permanent Delegation to PACE.

A number of important resolutions on the following topics were adopted at this April
PACE session™:

Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and
National Constitutions;

Evaluation of the functioning of partnership for democracy;

Political strategies for prevention, preparation, and overcoming the
consequences of natural disasters;

Execution of decisions of the European Court of Human Rights;

Deportations and forced transfers of Ukrainian children and other civilians to the
russian federation or the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine: create
conditions for their safe return, stop these crimes, and punish the guilty;
Protection of democracy, rights, and the environment in international trade;
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Fulfillment of San Marino's obligations regarding membership in the Council of
Europe;
Youth and media.

The theme of russia's aggression against Ukraine and the entire Council of Europe was
part of all the above-mentioned topics.

Background on the weekly update on activity of Ukraine's Verkhovna Rada

Ukraine’s democratically elected officials continue to perform their duties while enduring Russia's unprovoked
and horrific invasion. These briefing notes provide the latest information about the legislative activities of the
Verkhovna Rada.

Weekly briefing notes are prepared by the Parliamentary Centre and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives under
the Parliamentary Accountability for the Security Sector (PASS Ukraine) project, funded by the Peace and
Stabilization Operations Program of Global Affairs Canada.

* Maria Mezentseva's Facebook page
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The analysis included in this note is based on media reports and information obtained from the Verkhovna Rada
and other legislative bodies.

This note is for information only and is not meant to convey opinions regarding policy decisions in the
Verkhovna Rada’s sole purview. The contents of this note do not necessarily reflect the views of PASS partners or
Global Affairs Canada.

Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of all information, acknowledging the fluid
humanitarian and security situation, the disruption of the flow of information and organized disinformation.

Previous PASS Ukraine briefs are available on our website:

h o rlcent.or rliament-in-times-of-conflict-a- -on-legi [ Vi -ukrain rk
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