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Law “On the protection of the Constitutional Order in the Field of
Religious Organizations” No.8371

On the eve of the 33rd Independence Day of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine held a fruitful week of plenary sittings, which began with the adoption of the
most debated and contentious, Law “On the Protection of the Constitutional
Order in the Field of Religious Organizations” No.8371. On the 20th of August
2024, the Rada passed Law No.8371 with 265 votes (226 constituting a majority) in
the second reading. The President of Ukraine signed the law on the 24th of August,
2024.

Why is the law important?

The governmental Draft Law No.8371 was registered in January 2023, however, the
process of further revisions postponed the adoption until August 2024. The law,
which deals with the problem of religious organizations affiliated with Russia,
emerged from the request of the National Security and Defence Council of Ukraine,
as well as through societal demand.

https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2024/08/25/7471809/
https://km-oblrada.gov.ua/verhovna-rada-pryjnyala-zakon-pro-zaboronu-upcz-mp-v-ukrayini/
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/41219


What is the law about?

The primary reason behind the adoption of the Law No.8371 was abolishment of
religious organizations affiliated with Russia without the infringement of religious
freedom of the citizens of Ukraine. Therefore, after receiving numerous amendments
between the first and second readings, in its final version the Law No.8371 contains
the following main provisions:

● The official name of the Law No.8371 changed between readings and in the
adopted version it is “On the protection of the Constitutional Order in the Field of
Religious Organizations”1.

● Activities of foreign religious organizations are prohibited on the territory of
Ukraine if they are located in the state that is committing armed aggression
against Ukraine and supporting these aggressive actions. Thus, the Russian
Orthodox Church is defined as a hostile religious organization and its
activities are prohibited in Ukraine.

● Religious organizations in Ukraine cannot be governed by prohibited foreign
organizations, incorporated into their structure and maintain connections with
them, among which is the spread of “Russian world” ideology.

● The activities of all religious organizations affiliated with the Russian Orthodox
Church will be terminated according to a clear procedure, including an
investigation, an enforcement order, and a court prohibition.

● The state and local governments have power to initiate termination of the use
of state or municipal property by such religious organizations. Meanwhile,
religious organizations without ties with Russia can rent state and municipal
property for religious purposes free of charge in accordance with the procedure
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.

● The law comes into force 30 days after its publication, except for the point,
according to which, the so-called “Ukrainian Orthodox Church” of Moscow
Patriarchate has 9 months to break ties with the ROC.

Why is the law still not perfect?

The range of legislative drawbacks highlighted in the conclusion of the Main Legal
Department was not taken into account by the Committee of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine on Humanitarian and Information Policy. Most important was the
unacceptability of restrictions imposed on religious freedoms in the interests of
national security and the exemption possible only for the period of martial law.
Among other remarks from the Main Legal Department of the Rada were legal
uncertainties of banning the Russian Orthodox Church as a legal entity, which, is not
registered in Ukraine; legal inconsistencies in the procedure of judicial abolishment
of religious organizations and subsequent amendments suggested to the Code of
Administrative Procedure of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine “On Prosecutor's Office”;
lack of clarified difference between such terms as ‘affiliation’ and ‘subordination’,
‘religious building’ and ‘religious property’, and others.

How has society reacted?
1 In the conclusion of the Main Legal Department it is pointed out that the name of the law is not
consistent with its content regarding the principles of the constitutional order stated in Section 1 of
the Constitution of Ukraine.



With a general upliftment in society on the final adoption of the Law No.8371, some
aspects needed further explanation. For example, for those religious organizations
whose expertise revealed to be affiliated with Russia, the right to file a claim against
the decision in court remains. The Head of State Service for Ethnic Policy and
Freedom of Conscience, Viktor Yelenskyy explains that such approach affirms that
the abolishment of religious organizations affiliated with Russia is a democratic
process and not a kind of persecution.

Another issue of concern is a 9-month period for decoupling from the Russian
Orthodox Church. Religious experts believe that this period gives enough time to
break up all ties, however, after this time passes, the situation will get clearer and
“the battle will begin”.

Besides that, there are people who firmly oppose Law No.8371. Among those MPs
who did not vote for the Law No.8371 were representatives from parliamentary
groups “Platform for Life and Peace” and “Restoration of Ukraine”, which derived
from the outlawed pro-Russian party “Opposition Platform – For Life”. The most
infamous supporter of the Russian church in Ukraine is an MP from the
parliamentary group “Restoration of Ukraine” - Artem Dmytruk. In November 2021,
Dmytruk was expelled from the faction “Servant of the People”, and since then his
pro-Russian position became more evident. Defending the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Moscow Patriarchate, he has maintained connections with representatives
of this church suspected in the state treason against Ukraine due to their support of
Russia’s armed aggression. On the 24th of August 2024 Dmytruk illegally left Ukraine
and the State Bureau of Investigation put him on the international wanted list.

In conclusion, for now as Law No.8371 is adopted by the Parliament and signed by
the President, some active supporters of the ban on the Russian Church in Ukraine
celebrate victory. Meanwhile, religious organizations affiliated with Russia have to
make their choice in favour of either the Ukrainian or Russian church, if the
implementation, results and consequences of the Law No.8371 are to be followed.
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