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Updates & Analysis

Resignation of Zaluzhnyi

Valerii Zaluzhnyi is a general and former Commander-in-Chief of the Ukrainian armed forces. In
1997, after graduation, he joined the Armed Forces and went through all levels of military
service. In 2021, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appointed Valerii Zaluzhnyi as
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Zaluzhnyi held the post for 2.5 years, and
on February 8, 2024, President Zelensky dismissed Zaluzhnyi from the post of
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

In the spring of 2022, media outlets in Ukraine highlighted tensions between President
Zelenskyy and Commander-in-Chief Zaluzhnyi.

The press also reported that Volodymyr Zelenskyy, bypassing Valerii Zaluzhnyi, communicated
with commanders of various military branches. For example, he directly contacted Air Force
Commander Mykola Oleshchuk and the then Commander of the Land Forces Oleksandr
Syrskyi. While this accelerated the President's communication with the commanders, it was also
seen as destabilizing the work of the Armed Forces Chief.

The most significant tension between Zelenskyy and Zaluzhnyi occurred when the summer
Armed Forces counteroffensive in south Ukraine failed to meet expectations. At that time, the
media reported that Zaluzhnyi was facing resignation.

Disagreements between Zelenskyy and Zaluzhnyi began to move into the public domain after
the former Commander-in-Chief wrote an article for The Economist. In the article, Zaluzhnyi
stated that the war had reached a deadlock.

In November 2023, Mariana Bezuhla, an MP from the Servant of the People party and Deputy
Chairperson of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on National Security, Defense, and Intelligence,
sharply criticized Commander-in-Chief Zaluzhnyi. Bezuhla blamed Zaluzhnyi for insufficient
preparations for the counteroffensive, the lack of military planning for 2024, problems with
mobilization, and the ineffectiveness of the generals appointed by the then
Commander-in-Chief.

After MP Bezuhla made these statements, the Verkhovna Rada Committee on National
Security, Defense and Intelligence moved to dismiss her its Deputy Chairperson. However, the
Verkhovna Rada failed to include the draft resolution to dismiss MP Bezuhla into its agenda.

The President and Zaluzhnyi also had different opinions on mobilization. In December 2023,
Zelenskyy declared that the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine asked to mobilize
500,000 people, but he did not see such a need. Instead, Zaluzhnyi said that the military
command had not requested such figures. According to him, this figure referred to the plan for



the next year, and it considers the coverage of the current shortage of personnel, the formation
of new units, and the forecasting of losses in the Armed Forces.

On January 29, 2024, the media reported that Zaluzhnyi's dismissal from the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine was imminent.

On February 8, 2024, Volodymyr Zelenskyy began to change Ukraine's top military leadership
by dismissing Zaluzhnyi from the post of Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and
appointing Oleksandr Syrskyi to replace him. Zelensky thanked Zaluzhny for two years of
service and every victory. The President also noted that the army needed urgent changes; the
vision of the war should be unified in the General Staff, at the front, and in the headquarters.

Who is Oleksandr Syrskyi?

Oleksandr Syrskyi is a Colonel General, born in the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic, and graduated from the Moscow Higher Combined Arms Command School in 1986.
Then, he studied at Ukrainian higher military institutions.

Syrskyi commanded the 72nd Mechanized Brigade and was the Chief of Staff of the
Anti-Terrorist Operation in eastern Ukraine since the beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war in
2014. In 2017, he became the commander of the Anti-Terrorist Operation, which was replaced
by the Joint Forces Operation. On August 5, 2019, he was appointed Commander of the Land
Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, Syrskyi has overseen the defense of Kyiv and
was one of the commanders of the Armed Forces counteroffensive in the Kharkiv region in the
fall of 2022. Since 2022, he has been the Commander of the Khortytsia Operational and
Strategic Group of Forces.

After Syrskyi was appointed, significant changes have taken place in the top military leadership:

e Anatoliy Bargylevych became Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces instead of
Serhiy Shaptala;
Oleksandr Pavliuk was appointed Commander of the Land Forces instead of Syrskyi;
Yuriy Sodol was appointed head of the Joint Forces of the Armed Forces instead of
Serhiy Nayeyv;

e |hor Skybyuk was appointed the new Commander of the Air Assault Forces, replacing
Maksym Myrhorodskyi;

e |hor Plakhuta as Commander of the Armed Forces Territorial Defense Force, replacing
Bargylevych, who became head of the Armed Forces General Staff.



About this update on Ukraine's Verkhovna Rada

Ukraine’s democratically elected officials continue to perform their duties while enduring Russia's
unprovoked and horrific invasion. These briefing notes provide the latest information about the
legislative activities of the Verkhovna Rada.

Briefing notes are prepared by the Parliamentary Centre and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives
under the Parliamentary Accountability for the Security Sector (PASS Ukraine) project, funded by
the Peace and Stabilization Operations Program of Global Affairs Canada. The analysis included
in this note is based on media reports and information obtained from the Verkhovna Rada and
other legislative bodies.

This note is for information only and is not meant to convey opinions regarding policy decisions in
the Verkhovna Rada’s sole purview. The contents of this note do not necessarily reflect the views
of PASS partners or Global Affairs Canada. Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of all
information, acknowledging the fluid humanitarian and security situation, the disruption of the flow
of information and organized disinformation.

Previous PASS Ukraine briefs are available on the Parliamentary Centre website.
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