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PARLIAMENT IN TIMES OF WAR

A weekly update on legislative activity of Ukraine’s Verkhovna
Rada

SITTING OF THE RADA

On June 10, the Verkhovna Rada held plenary sittings, at which a total of 10 laws, 7
draft laws (the first reading) and 1 resolution were adopted.

Justin Trudeau, Canadian Prime Minister, spoke during the meeting in the Verkhovna
Rada. Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland was also present at the speech.

The Prime Minister of Canada announced
the allocation of a new military aid package
of 400 million dollars. Canada officially
joins the Coalition of Combat Aircraft,
particularly in training Ukrainian pilots and
aircraft maintenance, and continues
sanctions pressure on Russia. He also
announced that the Russian An-124 aircraft
seized in Canada would soon be handed
over to Ukraine.

Among the main messages delivered by
Trudeau were the following:

● «You are fighting for yourself, for your language, for your homes, and also for the
future of us all»

● «Now you are fighting not only for your survival, you are fighting for the survival, first
of all, of freedom, democracy, the right to self-determination. You also fight for borders
to matter, even if the neighbor on the other side has a different vision of your borders"
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● «Canada supports Ukraine's initiative for a just and sustainable peace on the terms of
Ukraine's territorial integrity and sovereignty»

● «Canada will continue to stand with Ukraine with whatever it takes, as long as it
takes»

Justin Trudeau also emphasized that Ukraine should choose how to defend itself,
and Canada will support Ukraine's accession to NATO.

The Chairman of the Verkhovna
Rada, Ruslan Stefanchuk, held a working
meeting with the Prime Minister of
Canada. First of all, the Speaker of the
Ukrainian Parliament informed the Prime
Minister about the blowing up of the
Kakhovka hydroelectric power station by
the russian federation, which caused a
man-made disaster not only in Ukraine
but also around the world.

R. Stefanchuk thanked the Prime
Minister for supporting the Ukrainian people and for his powerful speech in the VRU. He
also expressed his gratitude for all the help that Canada has provided and for the desire to
continue helping Ukraine restore its territorial integrity and sovereignty.

The Rada called on the parliaments and governments of foreign countries,
international organizations, and their parliamentary assemblies to promote the adoption of
documents condemning the crimes of the russian federation, ecocide, and genocide of the
Ukrainian people.

Verkhovna Rada, June 10, 2023, adopted the Law on Amendments to Clause 18 of
Article 10-1 of the Law of Ukraine "On Social and Legal Protection of Servicemen and
Members of Their Families" Regarding Leave of Servicemen" (No. 9378). According to the
Law, leave is granted for 30 days + 10 days for family reasons and other valid reasons. Leave
is granted in parts three times a year, but on the condition that at most 30% of the total
number of service members are absent simultaneously.

Among the important ones, the draft Law on Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts
of Ukraine on Clarification of the Provisions on Competitive Selection of Candidates for the
Position of Judge of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine, No. 9322, was adopted in the first
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reading. The purpose of the draft law is to clarify specific provisions on the competitive
selection of candidates for the post of judge of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine.

Resolution No. 9375 on the Address of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to the United
Nations, the parliaments and governments of its member states, international
organizations, and their parliamentary assemblies in connection with another act of
terrorism by the russian rederation - the blowing up of the Kakhovka hydroelectric plant -
was also adopted. Adopting the Resolution is due to the need to respond to another
terrorist act committed by the russian federation against Ukraine and its proper
assessment by the world community.

The Verkhovna Rada also adopted the most significant law in the 9th convocation in
the energy sector on amendments to some laws of Ukraine regarding the prevention of
abuses in wholesale energy markets (No. 5322). The law is aimed at implementing
Regulation (UE) No. 1227/2011 on Wholesale Energy Market Integrity and Transparency -
the REMIT Regulation.
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Background on the update on activity of Ukraine's Verkhovna Rada

Ukraine’s democratically elected officials continue to perform their duties while enduring Russia's
unprovoked and horrific invasion. These briefing notes provide the latest information about the
legislative activities of the Verkhovna Rada. 

Briefing notes are prepared by the Parliamentary Centre and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives under
the Parliamentary Accountability for the Security Sector (PASS Ukraine) project, funded by the Peace and
Stabilization Operations Program of Global Affairs Canada.

The analysis included in this note is based on media reports and information obtained from the
Verkhovna Rada and other legislative bodies.

This note is for information only and is not meant to convey opinions regarding policy decisions in the
Verkhovna Rada’s sole purview. The contents of this note do not necessarily reflect the views of PASS
partners or Global Affairs Canada. 

Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of all information, acknowledging the fluid
humanitarian and security situation, the disruption of the flow of information and organized
disinformation.

Previous PASS Ukraine briefs are available on our website:
https://parlcent.org/parliament-in-times-of-conflict-a-weekly-update-on-legislative-activity-of-ukraines
-verkovna-rada/
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