PARLIAMENT IN TIMES OF WAR

Update on legislative activity of Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada

Military Justice Reforms

Ukraine is at a critical juncture in its military and nonmilitary resistance to Russian aggression
and its various impacts. The country’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, has remained active
and functioning since the start of the aggression, sending a strong message to Ukrainians and
the world that although Ukraine’s democracy is under attack, democratic institutions matter and
continue to play a central role in fending off Russia’s aggression.

Since the start of the invasion, Canada has played a meaningful role in supporting the Ukrainian
Parliament through the PSOPs-supported Parliament and Accountability of the Security Sector
in Ukraine (PASS Ukraine) project, implemented by the Parliamentary Centre in cooperation
with Ukraine’s Agency for Legislative Initiatives.

Over the last few months, the project has focused on supporting the Law Enforcement
Committee of the Rada in its work on formulating reforms of Ukraine’s military justice system.
Currently there is no complete system of military justice in Ukraine. The issue of reforming and
strengthening Ukraine’s military justice system became extremely relevant as the full-scale war
began and with it the number of military formations increased, the number of offences in the
armed forces increased, and the new military realities created a need for investigators,
prosecutors, judges, and attorneys with an in-depth knowledge of military regulations.
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II.  PASS has prepared a Green Paper, an analytical document that presents the history,
current issues, and options for reforms of Ukraine’s military justice system. The purpose
of the Green Book was to provide background and analysis of military prosecution



processes in Ukraine, including experiences from the work of the Military Prosecutor’s
Office.

lll. A successful visit by the Law Enforcement Committee of the Ukraine Parliament to
Ottawa to study the Canadian military justice experience. During the visit, the
delegation of 4 MPs and one parliamentary staff met Canada’s Minister of Defence,
peers in the House of Commons and the Ontario Legislative Assembly, and various
officials from Canada’s military justice system. They visited the Petawawa military base
to look into the practical application of military justice in field units, and were also
exposed to how police oversight works at the provincial level in Ontario.

Photo: Members of the Law Enforcement Committee of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine and PASS project team members visiting the Petawawa military base.



