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PARLIAMENT IN TIMES OF WAR

Updates on Ukraine's Verkhovna Rada

Nestor Shufrych, Member of Parliament of Ukraine, OPzZh party, former Chairman of the
Committee on Freedom of Speech (Photo: Ukrainska Pravda)



Key Updates

Parliament passed legislation requiring civil
servants will submit electronic
declarations, which will be placed in the
general register

MPs improved the legislative basis for the
rights and freedoms of national minorities
(communities)

The Rada announced the dismissal of the
Chairman of the Committee on Freedom
of Speech of the VRU, who is suspected of
treason.

Updates & Analysis

Legislative Decisions
September 20-21 Session

e Law on Amendments to
E-Declaration and Creation of a
Register of Declarations [Ne9534]

e Law on Rights and Freedoms of
National Minorities (communities) of
Ukraine [Ne9610]

e Resolution on the recall of MP of
Ukraine Shufrych N. from the post of
chairman of the Committee on
Freedom of Speech [Ne10070]

e Draft Law on the State Budget of Ukraine
for 2024 [N210000].

e Resolution on the support of the defense
and industrial complex of Ukraine in
wartime [Ne10071]

e Resolution on the establishment of a
Temporary Investigative Commission for
the implementation of parliamentary
control over law enforcement agencies
and law enforcement agencies [N29641]

The Rada adopted 2 laws, 5 draft laws and 8
resolutions during this period.

The VRU adopted the Law on the renewal of e-declaration by civil servants and
the opening of the register of declarations, taking into account the proposals of

the President of Ukraine.

e Why it matters: Since 2014, officials have had to fil out declarations every year. In
March 2022, the VRU postponed the declaration on security issues. A petition to restore
declarations was filed at the end of January 2023.


https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42379
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42516
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42821
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42796
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_1?pf3511=76852
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42580

The new Law restores e-declarations by civil servants and opens a register of declarations. The
Law provides for the submission of declarations for the years 2021-2023. Civil servants who
didn't submit a declaration in 2022-2023 must do so within 90 days from the date of entry into
force of this Law. li In the case of failure to submit a declaration or incorrect fulfillment of
requirements, the respective civil servant can be dismissed from her/his position.

Soldiers, captives, and citizens in temporarily occupied territories should only submit
declarations at the end of Martial Law or the de-occupation of the region in question. After the
end of wartime or demobilization, the military will have 90 days to submit declarations.

Adopting the draft law contributes to the implementation of the recommendations of the Venice
Commission on ways of de-oligarchization of Ukraine. In particular, they provide for improving
the rules for financing political parties and election campaigns, as well as the existing control
mechanisms. In addition, the Law advances the implementation of two of the seven points of the
European Commission's requirements for starting negotiations on acquiring Ukraine's
membership in the European Union.

For more information, see https:/www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/20/7420649/

The Verkhovna Rada adopted a law regulating the implementation of the rights
and freedoms of national minorities (communities) of Ukraine.

e Why it matters: improvement of legislation in the field of national minorities
(communities) is one of the requirements of the EU for full membership of Ukraine.

The issue of the rights of national minorities (communities) has repeatedly caused discontent among
the governments of EU countries. For example, since 2017, Hungary has blocked meetings of the
Ukraine-NATO Commission at the ministerial level. The country demanded that Ukraine should
change its policy regarding the rights of Hungarian minorities. The Hungarian side was in particular
discontent with Ukraine's Law on Education. The law stipulated that children from national minorities
in Ukraine would be educated in the official state language starting from secondary school. Another
of Ukraine’s neighbors, Romania, also opposed a the vague rules regulating the language of
education and the use of the languages of national minorities in the official and business sphere.

The newly adopted Law defines who are national minorities, allows the use of national minority
languages in advertising and during various public events, as well as during the provision of
emergency aid, and approves the procedure for the opening and operation of specialized
bookstores. The Law also set the conditions upon which free | textbooks can be made available for
schoolchildren from national minorities. However, it is worth noting that the law will not apply to
Russians living on the territory of Ukraine.

The implementation of the Law is expected to contribute to the fulfilment of Ukraine's international
obligations, in particular, relevant recommendations of the European Commission.


https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/20/7420649/

For more information, see
httos://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3764325-ukraines-parliament-adopts-law-on-national-m
inorities.html

The Verkhovna Rada supported the dismissal of the Chairman of the Committee
on Freedom of Speech.

e Why it matters: suspicion of treason against the Chairman of the Committee, MP Nestor
Shufrych.

Nestor Shufrych, a member of Viktor Medvedchuk's pro-Russian party "Opposition Platform —
For Life" (OPzZh), headed the Parliamentary Committee on Freedom of Speech. The Supreme
Court of Ukraine banned his party in 2022.

On September 15, law enforcement officers announced that the MP was suspected of treason.
The Security Service found in his possession a "veteran of the Armed Forces of the Russian
Federation" certificate and prohibited symbols. Investigative actions took place at Shufrych's
place of residence. He was also found to disseminate information aimed at expressing
condemnation, diminishing the authority, and discrediting the institutions of the Ukrainian
government, denying the activities of the heads of intelligence and law enforcement agencies.

On September 20, 2023, the VRU dismissed Shufrych as Chairman of the Committee. Evgenii
Brahar will serve as Acting Chairman of the committee. It is worth noting that the Committee on
Freedom of Speech has been one of the least active committees of this convocation. There has
been a debate on liquidating the committee altogether or merging it with another committee.

For more information, see
httos://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-court-orders-ex-government-minister-det
ined- icion-tr n-2023-09-1

About this update on Ukraine's Verkhovnha Rada

Ukraine’s democratically elected officials continue to perform their duties while enduring Russia's
unprovoked and horrific invasion. These briefing notes provide the latest information about the
legislative activities of the Verkhovna Rada.

Briefing notes are prepared by the Parliamentary Centre and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives
under the Parliamentary Accountability for the Security Sector (PASS Ukraine) project, funded by
the Peace and Stabilization Operations Program of Global Affairs Canada. The analysis included
in this note is based on media reports and information obtained from the Verkhovna Rada and
other legislative bodies.

This note is for information only and is not meant to convey opinions regarding policy decisions in
the Verkhovna Rada’s sole purview. The contents of this note do not necessarily reflect the views
of PASS partners or Global Affairs Canada. Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of all



https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3764325-ukraines-parliament-adopts-law-on-national-minorities.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/3764325-ukraines-parliament-adopts-law-on-national-minorities.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-court-orders-ex-government-minister-detained-suspicion-treason-2023-09-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-court-orders-ex-government-minister-detained-suspicion-treason-2023-09-15/
https://parlcent.org/
https://parlament.org.ua/en/organisation-us/

information, acknowledging the fluid humanitarian and security situation, the disruption of the flow
of information and organized disinformation.

Previous PASS Ukraine briefs are available on the Parliamentary Centre website.
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https://parlcent.org/parliament-in-times-of-conflict-a-weekly-update-on-legislative-activity-of-ukraines-verkovna-rada/

