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New Ukrainian Minister of DefenseRustem Umierov (left) and his predecessor Oleksii Reznikov.
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Key Updates

Volodymyr Zelenskyy appointed a new
Minister of Defense — the first minister
of Crimean Tatar origin — on the 557th
day of Russia's full-scale invasion of
Ukraine.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
made a speech in the Ukrainian
parliament during her visit to Kyiv.

Legislative Decisions

● September 5-6 Session Resolution
on the agenda of the tenth session
[№9682]

● Resolution on the resignation of the
Minister of Defense of Ukraine
Reznikov O. [№ 9679]

● Resolution on the appointment of
Umierov R. to the post of Minister of
Defense of Ukraine [№10004]

● Draft law to change he status and
procedure for training disciplinary
inspectors of the High Council of
Justice [№9483-2]

● Draft law regulating the responsibility
of the military for the loss of
equipment during martial law
[№9325]

The Rada adopted 5 laws and 13 resolutions
during this period.

Updates & Analysis

Verkhovna Rada ratifies resignation of Oleksii Reznikov from the position of
Minister of Defence

● Why it matters: The Minister of Defense is one of Ukraine’s most-critical
positions during wartime and is responsible for all armed forces and managing
military budgets.

Appointed to the position of Minister of Defense in November 2021, Oleksii Reznikov is a
professional lawyer who, apart from his military service (by conscription) in the Airborne Forces,
was not previously active in the army or security forces. But Reznikov became an
internationally-recognized figure from the beginning of the war. He regularly attended meetings
with Ukraine's Western allies and was crucial in lobbying for additional military equipment.
Reznikov represented Ukraine at diplomatic meetings in the Rammstein format1. Reznikov will
likely be appointed ambassador of Ukraine to Great Britain.

1 Ramstein Meetings area series of diplomatic meetings involving more than 40 defense ministers
worldwide. These meetings were held to synchronize and accelerate the provision of military weapons to
Ukraine to counter a full-scale Russian invasion. The meetings also include a discussion of issues of
support for Ukraine after the end of the war.

https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42679
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42686
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42717
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/42362
https://itd.rada.gov.ua/billInfo/Bills/Card/41977


On September 4, 2023, on the 558th day of the full-scale invasion of Russia, Reznikov officially
announced that he had submitted his resignation from the Minister of Defense of Ukraine
position. Three deputy ministers of defense of Ukraine also submitted applications for dismissal.

In his resignation letter, Reznikov emphasized that during his 22 months of work he completed
the essential tasks he was assigned when he became minister. Reznikov said that changing the
paradigm of thinking of Kyiv's Western as partners was one of his main achievements as the
Minister of Defense. However, during Reznikov's presidency, the Ministry of Defense had
several scandals involving purchasing goods and equipment for the army at inflated prices.

For more information, see https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/5/7418510/

The Verkhovna Rada appoints Rustem Umierov as Minister of Defense of Ukraine

● Why it matters: Due to the long-term armed conflict, the Ministry needs new
approaches and other formats of interaction with the military, society, and international
partners. Umierov’s candidacy was supported by 338 MPs, with not a single vote
against.

Rustem Umierov was one of the key figures in the exchange of Crimean political prisoners and
prisoners of war. At the state level, Umierov supports and promotes the restoration of the
historical and political rights of the Crimean Tatars. In particular, he announced draft laws on the
indigenous peoples of Ukraine and the status of the Crimean Tatar people. International media
assume that with this appointment, Ukraine makes it clear that it will not give up Crimea.

He was part of the Ukrainian delegation that took part in several rounds of negotiations with
Russia. He was present both at the negotiations in Belarus and at the stage of negotiations in
Istanbul (March 29, 2022). Umierov is fluent in the Turkish language, and this, in particular,
helped Ukraine to resolve several important issues during negotiations with Turkish President
Erdogan. In March 2022, Rustem Umierov, as a special envoy of the President of Ukraine, met
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait to discuss the situation in Ukraine and to thank
Kuwait for the humanitarian aid provided.

From September 2022 to September 4, 2023, he held the position of head of the State Property
Fund of Ukraine2. In the summer of 2023, under his leadership, the State Property Fund began
privatizing assets seized from Russian oligarchs.

For more information, see https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/6/7418668/

2 The State Property Fund of Ukraine is a central executive body with a special status. It implements state policy in
privatization, lease, use, and alienation of state property and management of state-owned objects.

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/5/7418510/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2023/09/6/7418668/


Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen announces new military support

● Why it matters: Denmark has supported and provided humanitarian and military aid
since the beginning of the full-scale invasion.

Speech of the Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen before the Parliament of Ukraine.

(Photo: VRU website)

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen announced new military and other support in a speech
to members of the Verkhovna Rada.

"You have our deepest respect. You are fighting for your country and free nations worldwide"
said Frederiksen. The new package of defense support from the Danish government was its 12th

announcement and included official confirmation of the transfer of 19 F-16 multipurpose fighters
to Ukraine. There are also plans to expand the F-16 multirole fighter pilot training program.

Denmark is among the top 10 donor countries to Ukraine by GDP. Danish Minister for
International Development Dan Jorgensen said that in 2024 the Government will increase its aid
limit from 1.2 billion to 1.5 billion Danish kroner (an increase of $43.5 million). The Danish
Government also announced that it will assume responsibility for the city of Mykolaiv and its
reconstruction.



Denmark is launching a new program to support the development of civil society and human
rights for 2023-2026 with a total budget of 6 million euros, including assistance for strengthening
the Office of the Ombudsman as an institution.

For more information, see:
https://www.rada.gov.ua/en/news/News/top_news/241081.html

About this update on Ukraine's Verkhovna Rada

Ukraine’s democratically elected officials continue to perform their duties while enduring Russia's
unprovoked and horrific invasion. These briefing notes provide the latest information about the
legislative activities of the Verkhovna Rada.

Briefing notes are prepared by the Parliamentary Centre and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives
under the Parliamentary Accountability for the Security Sector (PASS Ukraine) project, funded by
the Peace and Stabilization Operations Program of Global Affairs Canada. The analysis included
in this note is based on media reports and information obtained from the Verkhovna Rada and
other legislative bodies.

This note is for information only and is not meant to convey opinions regarding policy decisions in
the Verkhovna Rada’s sole purview. The contents of this note do not necessarily reflect the views
of PASS partners or Global Affairs Canada. Every attempt is made to ensure the accuracy of all
information, acknowledging the fluid humanitarian and security situation, the disruption of the flow
of information and organized disinformation.

Previous PASS Ukraine briefs are available on the Parliamentary Centre website.

https://www.rada.gov.ua/en/news/News/top_news/241081.html
https://parlcent.org/
https://parlament.org.ua/en/organisation-us/
https://parlcent.org/parliament-in-times-of-conflict-a-weekly-update-on-legislative-activity-of-ukraines-verkovna-rada/

